;ithout A Doubt 
Text: John 20; 24-29 

In the world today and in our notion we make use of the wrd 
doubt quite often. In merchandising we say, "This product, whether it be a car 
appliance or anything else, is without a doubt the best on . in Jury 

trials, the jury is often instructed that if they have a reasonable doubt as to 
the guilt of an individual, then it fa their duty to aquit hin. Isople often 
use the nhrase, "I'm from Missouri, you'll hrve to show me," when they p.ret 
sceptical about something,. Well the man in our 'Scripture this morning could very 
well have uttered this phrase, because he was certainly very sceptical. And don't 
we often refer to a person sometimes as a, "Doubting Thomas?" In this respect we 
show what our feelings are toward a doubter. 

Thomas may have been a doubter, or a pessimist as we would call 
him, but he wns also a loyal disciple. He loved Jesus and it is thought that the 
reason why he was not w^th the other disci pies, was due to the fact that he 
d-d not want anyone to see how grief stricken he was over the death of Jesus, so 
he went into seclusion.. And since he loved Jesus so much he made the statement 
that he would not believe it was Jesus unless he actually saw the nail prints 
and touched them and saw the wound in Jesus side., ind when he was convinced that 
it really was Jesus he made the comulete acceptance of his Saviour by statin- 1 ;, 
"My Lord and my God." 

Efca later life of Thomas is not really known.. But there is a 
■book that is supposedly the history of Thomas. It is called, "The Acts of Thomas." 
It is only a legendary story, but it certainly is true to character as far as 
Thomas is concerned,. xxxEXXthsxiisxifciHX" The story goes like this, "After the 
death of - obb.j, the disciples divided the world up among them. That is they each 
took a certain section of the known world to preach in and to spread the Gospel. 
India fell to Thomas by lot. There is some truth here since the Thomist church 

South India can trace its origin to Thomas. At fisst Thomas refused to go. 
Be used the excuse that he vaa not strong enough for the journey, ,r e said, "I am 
an Hebrew man; how can I go among the Indians and preach the truth?" But Jesus 
an-eared to him at night and said, "Pear not Thomas, go thou into India and preach 
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the word there, for my grace is with thee." But Thomas very stubbornly refused.. 

He said to Jesus, "Whither thou wouldest send me, send me, but elsewhere for unto 

V Indians I will not go." 

"Tow it just so happened that a certain merchant came from India to 

Jerusalem. He was named Abaanes,. He had been sent by King Gundaphorus to find a 

skilled camenter and to bring him back to India. And it just so happened that 

n homas was a carpenter by trade* While Abbanas was in the narket place, Jesus came 

up to him and said, "Wouldest thou buy a carpenter?" .'Vbbanas replied, "Yes," 

Then Jesus said,. "I have a slave that is a cairpenter, and I desire to sell him," 

at this He pointed to iuomas in the distance. So they agreed on a price and Thomas 

was sold* The agreement they had between them read, "I, Jesus, the son of Joseph 

the carpenter, acknowledge that I have sold my slave Thomas by name unto thee 

Abbanes, a merchant of G-undaphorus, king of the Indians.." After the deed was dravm 

vv> esus found Thomas and took him to Abbanes. Abbanes asked Thomas, "Is this your 

master?" And Thomas replied,. "Indeed he is." Abbanes told him, "I have bought 

f tq from him." Thomas said nothing. But in the morning he rose early and prayed. 

After his prayer he said to Jesus, "I will go whither thou wilt Lord Jesus; thy 

will be done. " 

The story then goes on to tell how Gundaphorus commanded Thomas to 

build a palace and Thomas told him that' he was able to do so. n he king gave Thomas 

all the money that he needed to buyt the materials and hire the workman, -ut 

Thomas gave it all away to the poor. He would keep telling the king that the 

palace was rising steadily. But the king grew suspicious, pinally he sent for 

Thomas- And he asked, "Hast thou built me the palace." And Thomas answered, 

"Yes." When then shall we go and see it," asked the king? Thomas replied, "Thou 

canst not see it now., but when thou departest this life, then thou shalt see it." 

At first the king was very angry and Thomas was in danger of his life. But fianlly 

the king was won over to Christianity and this is how Thomas brought Christianity 

+ India. 

There are two things t stand out in the life of Thomas. The 

first thing is the fact that he absolutely refused to say that he believed, when 

indeed he did not. In this repect he was absolutely honest. Thomas had to be sure. 
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Thomas was not the kind of man who would blindly tell of hio 

faith and not believe in it. Tennyson wrote,. "There lives more faith in honest 

d r ht, 3elieve me than in half the creeds. " 

There is a story told of a Baptist minister who was strolling 

along the sea walk during a convention of his members in Charleston,. He happens 

to meet an old colored man fishing. ?orv a long time he watched the man sit very 

patiently waiting foe a bite. Finally he got a bite and hooked the fish and 

pulled him in. It was an odd looking fish and the minister asked what kind it 

was.. The man replied that it was called a Baptist fish.- "A Baptist fish the minister 

asked," rather sceptically- "Sure2, said the man, "They call them that because 

they spoil so_fast after they are taken out of the water." 'Tow this is true of 

all denominations./! Hany people come into them, but they have no awe idea ±i what 

feEE±±E2B- it is they believe., Oh, they have a vague notion about Jesus, but thats 

about where it ends.. It is so easy to stand before the rest of the congregation, 

and say a few, "I do's" and then you are a christian- It's almost as easy as getti 

f"*» married. I think that in many repsects the churches that require a period of 

classes for prospective members have a good idea.. I think that because we have 

made Christianity so easily obtained, we are reaping it with the empty Churches 

and a long list of people on the roles who should be there^ ..elision is not taken 

as seriously as it should be. Vi'e should have a certain amount of "homas's doubt. 

This questioning should involve all facets of our religion from the meaning of 

the Apostles Creed to the structure of the Bible. It is so easy to repeat the 

Creed and never really know what it means. And it is so easy to say, "Well, I 

accept the Bible as the inspired word of God-" And let It go at that- But what 

we should do is to try to find out just what it is that the Creed means. And we 

/y. 1/ // A 
should dig into the Bible to see who wrote It and how it was written and the '?*<■?■* 

<g !sif*r it J4/j r* *)/=■ /» Mr u/^t */* < 
circumstances under which it was written. This would help not only to make more^> 

dedicated Christians, but people who were well versed in their religion and who 
ild take it seriuosly enough to be a real active Christian. 

Tar oooortd point e# Thomas,, was the fact that once he made up his 
nlnd, or when he was sure, he went all the way. He answered Jesus ,,.; y Iord md 



Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 

hath given himself for us, an offering and' a 

orifice to God, for a sweet smelling savour," 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH Of CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
First Sunday After Easter April 2\ , 1 97 1 * 

Rev, Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Velma Cqllin.6, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
BtLL. Wattersqn, Steve Basehore - Acolytes 

ORDER. OF WORSHIP 11:00 A.M. 
Prelude Mjslcl "Symphonic Prelude" Salome 

"Sunrise" Nordman 

Silent Prayer 
*Fpocegsional Hymn No. SO "Guide me, Thou great Jehovah 11 
♦Ascription - Choral Amen 
*exh0rtat! on 
♦Confession (In Unison) "0 God, gracious and long-suffering, 

who slightest in mercy and "-ills that all should return 

UNTO THEE AND LIVE! PARDON, *E OE9EECH YdU , OUR MANY SLACK 
AND EMPTY HOURS, OUR DISTRUST OF YOU, OUR IMPATIENCE UNDER 
YOUR REBUKES, THE EVIL WE HAVE DONE, THE CQOD WE HAVE LEFT 
UUdDNE, AND ALL THE MANIFOLD TRANSGRESSIONS OF WHICH OUR 

consciences are afraid, and grant us grace to live hence" 
forward in charity, qrepjence a mt devout supmlssion to 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen." 
*Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 
"Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
*Prai se 

♦Pastor: '0 Lord open our lips 

♦People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
♦DaxQLoov Mo. 55' 
Scripture Lesson: John £0: I3-23 
Hymn No. E"39 "Ask ye what great thing I know" 
•Affirmation of our Faith (Statement or Faith) 
*Gloria Patri 
♦Call to Prayer 

♦Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
♦People: And with twy spirit. 
♦Pastor: Let ub Pray. 
♦Prayer and Prayer Response 
Offer! ng 

Offertory "Spring Flowers" hainer 

Dute: "Pr ,ouS Lord, Take My Hand" Dorbey Dutch ft Howdy 

Bo LAM 
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Sermon: "'.VI THOUT A D0U3T!" 
Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
♦Hymn of Dedication No. 2^3 "Make me a captive. Lord" 
♦Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
Organ Postlude: "Allegro" Hevser 

------ ♦Congregation Standing -------- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
Mr, A Mrs. George Pflugh in memory of their daughter 
Pamela. 
Serving as Ushfrs today are: "Don Kingsley, Daryl 

Tait, John Dreher, Gary Petnar, 
Mr. ft Mrs. Ralph Killean will represent Council at 

the ooor today. 
Nursery is provided today py Mrs. Peg Covert and 

Paula Stephenson. 
Last Sunday we had a total of 331 . 
■ Hospitalized: George Eichhorn - Allegheny Gen. Hoap.- / * i - / 
w TUESDAY - 7:30 - BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.— C /ft**V- J p 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings - Work night at the fafe^, 
apartment 110 Walker Ave. There IB a lot of paint- 
ing TO BE DONE - WE NEET YOUR HELP - MEN AND WOMEN. 

SATURDAY - S-9 - YOUTH SWjM PARTY - YMCA. Refresh- 
ments WILL BE AT THE DON KENNEDY RESIDENCE. THE 

Youth can he picked up at approximately 10:30. 
NATIONAL CAY OF PRAYER 'ILL BE OBSERVED - April 30 - 
Tuesday in our Church. 



Mr. & Mrs, Herman Custead would like to thank the 

MEMBERS FOR CARDS, PRAYERS, VISITS, AND FOR ReU- 

Link's visits and Prayers. They would also like 

TO THANK THE WqMEN'S FeLLO"ShIP FOR COOKIES ANO 
JELLY 3EANS . — —FROM THE CuStEAO WITH LOVE - - 



a life that is full is a life that 16 changed. 
Those who do not accept the risen Christ lead liveb 

THAT ARE EMPTY. THEY LACK THE PO"'ER OF GOD ' S SpIRIT, 

the joy of hls presence. 

The resurrection of Christ, therefore, is not a 

MERE HISTORICAL RECORD, It IS THE VERY DYNAMIC OF GoD, 

the Power thattransforms our life, that makes it confow 

MORE CLOSELY To HlS. EaStER MEANS THAT WE NOW HAVE 
LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS. AtO ASSOC. 



Sunday* April 5, 1970 
Ilr. 2cl di Linlr, Lay ?Iinister 



Prelude 

Lighting '.he Candles of Worship 

*hynn No. SO 

^Invocation .nd Chorrl Introit 

*Frsy©r of Confession - Our Heavenly Father, who 
by Your love Bade .ie, and through Your love hrve 
kept ;iej rnd in Your love would Bske ic perfect, I 
humbly confess that I hare not loved You with all 
qy heart, soul, nincl and strength, and thr.t I have 
not loved ::r/ neighbor rs Christ loved le. Your 
life is \athin "^y soul but a$r selfishness has 
hindered You. I hrve not lived by faith. 1 hrve 
resisted Your spirit. 1 have neglected Your 
inspirations. Forgive what I have been; help ae to 
anend whet I snj and in Your Spirit direct uhr.t I 
should be; that Tou nay caie into the full glory of 
Your creation, in me and in tXL nen # through Jesus 
Christ our Lard, Aaen* 

*The Kyrie 

*The insurance of Pardon 

*The Gloria patri 
Responsive ite&dinr, Sel. 3k, Pa^e 5£fc 
Hyatt No, 239 

The Scripture Lesson - John 20:19-29 
Pastoral Pr; yer and Choral Response 
Offertory 

■*Ifc>xolo;y and Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
The Anthen "Scatter Sunshine" The Junior Choir 
The Serion "without a Doubt" 

«gynn Ho, 176 

■*f3enc diction and Choral Itesponse 

«Postlude 

*In<iicitQs that we stand 
Procters 
Or, rnd ,lrs. E. A. Beck 



UBJOUNCEEHrS 
This afternoon at 2:00 - Consistory rfeatlns 
Wednesday evening; at 6:30 - Junior Choir HehecrWtl 
ednL^day ovenim; - -t 7:15 - Senior Choir .tehearsal 



i cdncsday ivcnin, , 



Thursday evening 



t CrOO - Double G Class Meeting 
t 5:00 - -eshin^-ton Township 
[JiJbuor 



Cc-iiinittee will .^tcet in the hoae of Ilrs. 
. cinel, 

Friday, April 10 - The Vacation Bible School work- 
shop will be held with two sessions at 1:00 p-n, and 
?:30 i>*au All staff ia«Gibers and teachers are as';ed 
to contact Faye Cox about att ending • 
Sunday, April 12 - if present schedules are iiain- 
ti ined, iiev. Kettering will be in our pulpit for 
his first sir. nan as riinistor at First Church. 

ilrs. Curt (Bessie) Hill wishes to thank everyone 
far c. rcls, flowers and pr, ytrs extended on her be-* 
bflf. Bessie is recuperating at hoae. flaxy Luke- 
hurt continues to t-iake progress and is still a 
hos-iitcl pi Lient. Dora DeVillinc underwent suri .'cry 
last Ifonday in Citizens Hospital r-nd is recovering 
nicely. John itowley, ^r^ndson of ir, and Ltrs. Paul 
.cav.lcy, ..as able to spend Easter at hoae after hav- 
ing been hospitalized, 

Thi. rosebuds on thu altar announce the arrivcl of 
two brby girls, the one born to ;(r. and ifrs, 
Preston (Linaa t&rker) Sjith, rnd the other, Judith 
Jjnn, born to S/S^t. Bad! 4lrs. Uillica Fraipton, 

The Doubto- G Class *rili hold a cooking, dajonstr^ r.tion 
at tlic .est Penn Peer 3uiltiin& in ..ashin^on 
Toi.nship on April 21 .-t 7:30 p.m. Donations '-re 
fifty ccnts,.per person to! tickets ;nay be obtained 
fron class iaenbers. 



Just so happen T|p>s carp by trade 2/J~ 

While Abbanes in mkt place, Js came up said, 
"Wouldst thou buy a carpenter?" 

bbanes say, "Yes." 

Js say; "I have slave that carp, I desire sell," 
At this he point Thos in distance. 

agree price & Thos sold 
a^een-.ent read; "I Js, son of Jos carp, acknowledge 
I have sold my slave Thos by name unto thee Abbanes 



a merchant of Gundaphorus , king of the Indij 

After deed drawn up, Js take 'St«c to Afrlnnc s T*"!". 
Abbanes ask Thos, "Is this your master?" 
Thos reply, "Indeed he is," 
Abbanes tell him, "I have hot you from him," 
Thos no reply. 
But in morn he rise early,pray 

after prayer he say Js, "I will go whither thou 
wilt Lord Js; thy will be done." 

Story then go on tell How Gundaphorus command Thos 
bild palace & Thos told him he can do 

King gave Thos all money needed bfiy material . 
•lire workmen. 
But Thos give all away to poor 
He keep telling king, "Palace rising steadily." 

But king grow suspicious, 
finally sends Thos, asks, "Hast thou bilt Oe palac 
Thos answer, "Yes," 

When shall we go see, asks king? 
Thos answers; "Thou canst not see it now, but when 
thou departest this life, then thou shalt see it," 

king angry, Thos life endangered, 
but finally king won over xpianity, this how Thos 
brought xpianity to India, 

two things stand out life Thos 

1st, he actually refuse believe that which cannot 

see, Mould not trust, in this respect absolutely 

honest. 
Thos not kind man blindly tell of faith & no belie 
Tennyson wrote; "There lives more faith in honest 

doubt, believe me, than in half the creeds." 

(Illustration Baptist Fish) 

This true all denom. 
Easter, Xmas good examp this 
full church, many come, & no idea what they belie 
Oh, have some vague notion Js, 
but ends there. 



"Jithout A Doubt J " 
Text: John 20:24-29 

In world & nation make use word doubt often 

merchandizing, whether car, washer, appliance 
( ? anything else, without doubt, best on market 

Jury tol> "if resonable doubt, then aquit" 
People show doubt in belief of all kinds 
Thomas in ocripture could very well say, "I doubt 
certainly very sceptical 
we call doubting Thomas, 
this respect we show feelings toward doubters 

Thomas may been doubter, or sceptic, but very loyal 
loved Js, disc, 

reason thot not with other discs, grief stricken 
no want others see this 
since ldved Js so much, made statement, would no 
believe until he saw for self 
.-/hen saw, made complete acceptance, "My Lord, 
and My God." 

Latter life Thos not really known, 
book supposedly life of Thos called, "ACts Of Thos 
Only legendary story, 

but true to character as far as Thos concerned 
Jtory like this: 

After death Js , discs divide up world among them 
:i took section known world preach spred Gospel 
India Tell Thos by lot. 
Jome truth here, cause Thomist church South India, 
1 ca origin Thos 

At 1st Thos refuse go, said, 

"I am an Hebrew man; how can I go among the indians 

and preach the truth?" 

Js appeared nite,said; "Thos, fear not, go thou int 

India & preach the word there for my grace is v;i th 

thee." 

But Thos stubbornly refuse, said; 

"Master, whither thou sendest me I will go, send rae 

but send me elsewhere, for unto the Indians I will 

not go." 

Just so happened certain merchant came from India 

o Jerusalem. 
His name Abbanes 

Was sent by King Gundaphorus find skilled carp 
brlna; back India 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



